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a special type of fear dream, based on earlier conscious ex-
perience. Troubling night dreams may also be lessened
by assisting the child in learning to solve the day's problems
better. Vivid night dreams that arouse intense emotion may
color the day's occupations and even interfere with the
efficiency of the child's functioning.
Reasoning. — "Many hands make light work," said Phebe's
aunt to the children who were helping her shell peas.
"Yes," said seven-year-old Phebe, "but 'too many cooks
spoil the broth/ "
Many more or less subtle examples of reasoning may be
observed in primary children. A child's reasoning improves
as his experience increases. Lack of experience puts a child
at a disadvantage in reasoning, compared with an adult.
Children's concepts are frequently very different from
what adults think they are. Although their ideas of food,
clothing, and shelter are quite clear, their concepts of ani-
mals, insects, and plants are hazy; and their thoughts of
far-off times and places, full of errors.43
Credulity is associated with ignorance, temperament, and
lack of experience. The less an individual knows the more
credulous he tends to be. That is why younger boys are
apt to be more superstitious than older boys and to believe,
to a greater extent, in omens, fortune telling, and the like.
Girls appear to be more credulous than boys of the same age.
The revision of the Stanford-Binet scale contains many
tests which involve reasoning. At the six-year level it in-
cludes a test of distinguishing pictorial likenesses and differ-
ences, and the practical problem of finding the shortest path
to a given goal. In the scale for the seven-year-old are
tests of distinguishing similarities between two things, such
as wood and coal, a ship and automobile, and certain oppo-
site analogies.44 Judgment and reasoning are further tested
by questions concerning the thing to do in certain common
problem situations. Children of eight years of age may be
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